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Furman ALUMNI NEWS

POWER PLAYER: EDENS BUILDS ON ELECTRIC VEHICLE MOMENTUM ....................................................................................
STRATEGIC PLANNING INITIATIVE LAUNCHED
A WIDE-RANGING CONVERSATION involving virtually all Furman
constituencies has been under way since December as the university
prepares a new strategic plan.
Discussions with faculty, staff, students, parents, alumni, and community representatives will contribute to the development of a set of guiding
principles focusing on four themes: broad strategic directions to guide future
growth, institutional identity (including the university’s academic mission
and religious heritage), external relationships, and resource and programmatic allocations.
“Furman has a strong record of strategic planning, and the efforts
over the past decade have provided a detailed roadmap for the university’s
advancement,” says President Rod Smolla, who is chairing a 16-member
steering committee consisting of students, faculty, staff and senior adminis-
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“Our intention is to build on the initiatives already under way, to

The process will include open forums on campus, meetings with
alumni and community members, on-line submissions, and a general
survey, which was administered in January.
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Although the market for EV charging is rife
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with opportunity, Edens doesn’t plan to stick with just
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“So after a few sleepless nights, I got up the cour-
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says the savings with electric vehicles only begin

other related technologies. “I’m not limiting myself
on where we can go with this,” he says.
— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE

Visit http://thursopower.com to learn more.
The author, a 1994 graduate, is a freelance writer
in Simpsonville, S.C. Photos by Jeremy Fleming.

and computer engineering at Clemson University who
focuses on clean transportation. A few months later,
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